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YOUR tranquil PLACE

RESERVE YOUR PLACE NOW FOR THIS SEASON

07 5448 0966 / nicheholidaysnoosa.com

“With properties such as Domic,
we are bringing a global standard
of luxury accommodation to Noosa”

Escape to Australia’s finest beachfront address,
with every conceivable luxury considered and curated.

Queensland’s landmark coastal retreat, Domic, is so much more than a destination.
It’s a lifestyle, a landscape and a sense of luxury. Nestling amongst Noosa’s blend of

the urbane and unspoilt, Domic is a unique slice of paradise that has become
the ‘new’ place to holiday. A niche all of its own.

With a carefully curated portfolio of almost 250 properties, Niche Luxury Accommodation
offers an unparalleled selection of holiday homes, and a commitment to providing an

extraordinary experience for visitors in their home away from home.
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ART PHOTOGRAPHY

A luminous love affair
Confined to Paris, photographers reveal the city of
lights at her most unguarded, writes Stephen Todd.

Raphael Metivet,
left, awaits ‘l’heure
bleue’ to capture
Paris from its
rooftops. PHOTOS:
@CARINA_TA_
LEGAO, ERIC
HOUDOYER

Every afternoon, photographer Raphael
Metivet leaves his Right Bank apartment
and clambers up some Parisian rooftop to
capture a different view of his home town.
Sometimes it’s a grand monument: the neo-
Moorish Sacré-Coeur, say, all thrusting
columns and busty cupolas; or the steel
girders of the Eiffel Tower. Other days it’s a

residential quartier: a collage of grey zinc
roofs peppered with terracotta chimney
pots, the occasional inhabitant visible
within a grand 19th-century edifice.
Roaming across the capital, Metivet’s vision
is panoramic; his love of the city expansive.

‘‘I wait up to three hours to get the shot,’’
he explains. ‘‘I’m waiting for l’heure bleue,

that transitional zone that is neither day nor
night.’’ The moment Joan Didion in Blue
Nights calls ‘‘the gloaming ... the glisten, the
glamour’’.

Eric Houdoyer, on the other hand, prefers
the lucidity of Parisian daylight. Every
morning he leaves his Left Bank apartment
for Montparnasse train station, where he
takes the elevated Metro line a few stops to
La Motte-Picquet Grenelle, then alights and
meanders via side streets towards the gilded
dome of the Invalides before heading – by
bus – back home. Every so often, when the
light is just right, he stops and waits for a
passerby to stray into frame – then, snap!
Never varying his route, not staying one
place long, Houdoyer’s vision is intense, his
love of the city focused on the minutiae of
the moment.

‘‘It’s always the same route but something
special always happens. There’s a moment
when the city becomes an image, where all
the elements fall into place like magic and -
click! – that’s the picture. After that one
snap, I move on. I don’t hang around and try
to retake a picture.’’

Taken together, the images of the two
photographers represent a unique paradox
at the heart of Parisian culture:
grandiloquent flights of poetic fancy offset
by deep-rooted intellectual rigour. (During
the 20 years I lived there, I fondly recall
endless dinners where the superbly dressed
guests would debate the merits of the latest
tome by Michel Houellebecq or a
retrospective of Agnes Varda films, way into
the wee hours.)

Metivet, who previously worked in
e-commerce for French luxury brands,
began photographing Paris from the street
about three years ago, always positioning a
landmark building to anchor his image.
‘‘But after a while, there are only so many
ways you can photograph the Louvre
without it turning into a cliché,’’ he laughs.

One day he was invited up onto a roof –
generally accessed via a tiny timber stair
somewhere among the chambres de bonnes
(maids’ rooms) under the slanted zinc
rooftops of the 1860s buildings designed by
Baron Georges-Eugène Haussmann;
sometimes up a rickety step ladder and
through a hatch in ancient buildings that



AFRGA1 L007

�� CAIRNS
QLD

G
re

a
t B

a
rrie

r R
e

e
f

Cooktown

Thursday Island

Willis
Island

South
Direction

 Island

Lizard Island

Restoration Island

Davie
       Reef

Cape York

Piper Island

MS Caledonian Sky8

9 Day Cape York & the Great Barrier 
Reef Expedition

YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUSIONS:

• Visit remote islands on the Great Barrier Reef, 

including Lizard Island. 

• Learn of the WWII history and trading importance

of Thursday Island. 

• Journey to Cape York and stand at the northernmost 

tip of Australia. Small Ship

1 Stay (nights)

GOCYC9Search trip code

From

$9,995*
per person, twin share

Save

$2,000
per couple*

Turn dreams into reality this year on an all-inclusive Small Ship Expedition Cruise.
Join an expert expedition team and just 99 guests for an adventure along our

amazing coastline with Australia’s leading luxury touring company.

Don’t be a spectator. Get out there in 2021. Book now.

*Conditions apply. SEE: aptouring.com.au/SpecialDeals for full conditions. Book by 31 Mar 2021, unless sold out prior. 
Prices are per person (pp), AUD, twin share and include savings. Price correct as at 15 Feb 2021. Prices based on 
GOCYC9: 12 Oct 2021 (Standard Suite Forward) and XPCECC15: 20 Oct 2021 (Standard Suite Forward). OFFERS: Limited 
suites and offers on set departures are available and subject to availability. DEPOSITS: A non-refundable deposit of 
$1,000pp is due within 7 days of booking. Australian Pacifi c Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation 
#A10825. APT-2438-AFR

CONTACT OUR TRAVEL EXPERTS NOW
Email travel@aptouring.com.au 1300 374 502  Visit aptouring.com.au

OR SPEAK TO YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

Freedom to change your plans

Lower deposits

Extended payment dates

Prices guaranteed once booked

Travel on Your Terms
Australian-owned 
family business

with over 90 years’ 
experience

Scan the

QR code 

to fi nd out 

more.
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Willis Island

Whitsundays

Fraser Island

BrisbaneSpringbrook

National Park

Eden

Batemans Bay

Newcastle

Hunter Valley
Trial Bay

Wilsons Promontory

Coral Sea
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MS Caledonian Sky

141415 Day East Coast Discovery with 
Melbourne Cup Carnival

YOUR HOLIDAY INCLUSIONS:

• Enjoy a VIP experience at the

Lexus Melbourne Cup.

• Be guided around World Heritage-listed

Fraser Island, including iconic Lake McKenzie.

• Hike through the Whitsundays with a naturalist

guide and snorkel in the warm waters. Small Ship

1 Stay (nights)

XPCECC15Search trip code

From

$16,395*
per person, twin share

Save

$2,000
per couple*
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Eric Houdoyer’s
images, above and
right, recall the
paintings of Edward
Hopper. Above:
lockdown view of a
Haussmann facade.
PHOTOS:
ERIC HOUDOYER,
RAPHAEL METIVIT

The person is part of
the scene, never the
subject of the image.
Eric Houdoyer, photographer

escaped Haussmann’s revamp of the city
under Napoleon III.

‘‘I was so moved by the beauty of the city
from up there,’’ says Metivet. His first aerial
shots, taken as Paris came out of its initial
lockdown back in May, went viral (no pun
intended). Soon enough, a gang of self-
proclaimed ‘‘rooftoppers’’ coalesced around
him and more often than not they now go
shooting together.

‘‘It’s safer in a group,’’ he says,
acknowledging other rooftoppers such as
@toits_de_paris, @carina_ta_legao,

@david_fossa and @charles_cohen_boye.
‘‘As people became confined to their

apartments, photographing views from
their windows or, indeed, from above the
roofline became something of a trend,’’ says
Metivet.

‘‘We rooftoppers are quite recognisable
these days, and often people who see us
from their apartments wave signs with their
mobile phone numbers so we can send
them the photos.’’

Other times, the rooftoppers signal to
residents to bring their families out onto
their balconies to be photographed.

Other pictures are ‘‘stolen’’ images of
interiors. Metivet merrily points out a fruit
bowl in one apartment, a painting of a face
in another, an iconic black-and-white
photograph by Helmut Newton of a naked
Charlotte Rampling in yet another.

Clearly, we are the voyeurs into a private
world populated by funky furniture and

Apple Macs that seem to be permanently
turned on.

For his part, Houdoyer prefers to focus on
the intimacy of Parisians going about their
business at street level. The naked back of a
woman in a halter dress, nonchalantly
crossing a street. A tanned hand dangling a
cigarette out a car window. An ephemeral
figure seated inside an anonymous cafe.

‘‘The person is part of the scene, never the
subject of the image,’’ he says.

‘‘The light is particularly beautiful in the
part of Paris I walk through. It’s as if a
projector is bathing the pavement in a
special glow and the streetscape just comes
together naturally. A person – always a
stranger – just happens to pass by, the
composition almost makes itself.’’

Denselysaturated,withcoloursthatform
starkplanesacrosstheframe,Houdoyer’s
imagesaregraphicabstractionsofamoment
intime.AlmostEdwardHopper-esquein

theirmoody,melancholicambience,the
imagesarenotretouched–thephotographer
preferstotinkerinsteadwiththecontrastto
createasenseofquietdrama.

‘‘Paris is my canvas,’’ Houdoyer says,
admitting to shooting two images in LA and
to thinking of shooting in London.

Says Metivet: ‘‘There is a charm, a
timeless beauty in Parisian architecture.
You can see the splendour of the facade or
the beauty on the street, and create your
own story behind it.’’ L&L


